Fiji Day Address

His Execellency Mr. Seremaia Tui Cavuilati

Borobudur Hotel | 7:00pm | 10/10/12
The Director General for Asia-Paci�ic and African Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ambassador Yuri O.Thamrin
The Dean (HE Ms Alice Mageza) and members of the Diplomatic Corp
Invited Guests

Fiji Nationals in Jakarta
Ladies and Gentlemen

Selamat Datang; ‘Ni sa Bula Vinaka’ as we say welcome in Fiji!

Thank you for taking the time off your busy schedule to be here to celebrate with us Fiji’s
42nd Independence anniversary.

Fiji, as most may already be aware of is a small group of some 300 islands in the Paci�ic where
Micronesia, Polynesia and Melanesia meet. It is a melting pot of cultures and ethnicities, only
850,000 strong. By virtue of our history and geographical position Fiji has over the years
attracted people the world over through socio-economic contexts, making it a very heterogenus society and cosmopolitan in nature and outlook. Fiji has been considered strategic in her
role and location as a trade, education and transport hub, the center for business and commerce as well as tourism in the south paci�ic. Our capital, Suva, hosts diplomatic missions
including regional and international organizations and is the political capital of the 16
member grouping of the Paci�ic Island Forum.
We have come through thick and thin in our 42 year history as an independent nation. Our
British legacy combined with our membership of the various regional as well as international and multilateral institutions have all helped in shaping the Fiji we see today-a vibrant,
resilient, enduring, forward-looking and accomodating society that is committed to ful�illing
her role, like all of yours, in shouldering her responsibilities as a member of the United
Nations committed to the cause for peace and development. Our record in peace-keeping
during the past 3 decades vouch for this; and our successful bid only two or so weekd ago to
Chair the Group of 77 and China is the latest in that desire to play our part as a responsible
player in international affairs.
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We have however being beset by internal political challenges in our recent history as most of
you may know. But I am pleased to say that all such experiences have only helped re-shape
and reset the Fijian psyche and mentality to seeing our way clearer to what ‘democracy’ is all
about. A re-de�ining of a system that better suits our multiracial and cultural mix is currently
in progress with a drafting of a new Constitution, this time by all Fijians who have a point of
view. A draft Constitution by a 5-member Commission headed by two internationallyrenowned constitutional experts should be ready before Christmas this year for deliberation
by a Constitutional Assembly by early 2013.

A ‘better Fiji,’ one that values ‘unity in diversity,’ a ‘common and equal citizenry’ is being
forged by the present Government in Fiji and we are celebrating our achievement so far along
that line in this 42nd anniversary. Fiji’s roadmap for economic as well as political reforms, I
am pleased to announce, has been implemented in all its facets to prepare and to take Fiji to
democratic elections no later than September 2014. The leadership of Government is committed and completely resolved to such an agenda.

I take this opportunity to convey our gratitude to the members of the Melanesian Spearhead
Group, the Paci�ic Island Forum, the Commonwealth, the EU, the ACP Group, the UN and lately
the NAM for the crucial roles they have played in supporting and encouraging with understanding our efforts towards a sustainable democracy which all Fijians are looking forward
to by the end of 2014.

In the overall scheme of things political, economic, social and cultural, as affecting Fiji, our
host, the Republic of Indonesia, has been unwavering in her commitment to help out whenever and wherever she can. Since 1974 when we established diplomatic relations, it has all
been for Fiji in the scholarships offered for our young people, the technical missions
mounted and many other areas that have helped strengthened our bilateral cooperation. The
establishment of Indonesia’s Mission in 2002 in Suva, our Capital, boosted such assistance
not only for Fiji but for the neighboring Paci�ic Island countries as well. Even in our trying
times politically Indonesia was the �irst to offer whatever she could to help. We bene�itted a
great deal from her democratisation experience and reform processes through the assistance
offered by the Electoral Commission. She saw our need to get closer to Southeast Asia and
readily facilitated the opening of Fiji’s Mission here in Jakarta of�icially in April 2011. And so
far, with the help of both Government and statutory institutions and the private sector we are
making inroads into getting a slice of the huge cake that Indonesia has to offer in the areas of
trade, investment, tourism and cultural exchanges.
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Fiji’s future as a nation is bright and exciting. God willing and with the continued understanding and assistance by the international community as Indonesia is serious about we can
together bring that to a reality.

In closing Excellencies and dear friends, on this 42nd anniversary of Fiji’s independence I
cordially extend my sincere good wishes to you all and most of all to our hosts, the Government and peoples of Indonesia, success and prosperity.

And with that may I propose a toast to the continued strengthening of the relations between
Fiji and Indonesia.
To Fiji and Indonesia!

We have come through thick and thin in our 42 year history as an independent nation. Our
British legacy combined with our membership of the various regional as well as international and multilateral institutions have all helped in shaping the Fiji we see today-a vibrant,
resilient, enduring, forward-looking and accomodating society that is committed to ful�illing
her role, like all of yours, in shouldering her responsibilities as a member of the United
Nations committed to the cause for peace and development. Our record in peace-keeping
during the past 3 decades vouch for this; and our successful bid only two or so weekd ago to
Chair the Group of 77 and China is the latest in that desire to play our part as a responsible
player in international affairs.

3

